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               WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

HOUSTON VINTAGE RADIO ASSOCIATION 

THE GRID LEAK  
2024 3rd QUARTER: JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER (and October) 

• BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 

• PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

• EVENT CALENDAR 

• WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

• SEPTEMBER ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS NO-

TICE 

• JULY MEGA AUCTION RESULTS 

• CLASSIFIEDS  

MEGA AUCTION VS HURRICANE BERYL 
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                                            REFER TO PAGE FIVE FOR MORE DETAILS 
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HOUSTON VINTAGE RADIO ASSOCIATION 
Since its founding on November 16, 1978, the Houston Vintage Radio Association has been dedicated to the preser-
vation of vintage radios, electronics, and phonograph equipment.   
 
Our members across the USA have varying backgrounds and experiences but are brought together by a common 
interest in electronics.  Many interests represented in our organization include: preservation and restoration of vin-
tage electronics including tube and transistor radios and TVs, phonographs, telephones and cellular communication 
equipment, telegraph equipment, HAM radios, amplifiers, PCs, relevant literature, recordings, etc.  
 

HVRA COMMUNICATES WITH MEMBERS ACROSS SEVERAL PORTALS:  
•The Grid Leak is the official Newsletter, currently published quarterly, distributed primarily by email (and by 

USPS as necessary). 

•HVRA maintains a website, HVRA.org, used for information regarding future events, current activities, contact 
and operations information, and historical data including photo libraries and past newsletters.  Additionally, 
HVRA information and activity descriptions can be found on Facebook.   

•Our normal means of face to face communication is through monthly Board of Directors’ meetings and monthly 
General Membership meetings located at the Bayland Park Community Center;.  We have also used Zoom ses-
sions for Board Meetings from home (as necessary) as well as offsite swap meets at alternative locations. 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 

The sharing of information pertaining to restoration and repairs, of any items,  appearing in any form, contained in 
any of the HVRA communication methods, is contributed by members hoping to help and/or assist others in efforts 
to advance the education of collecting vintage electronics.  Therefore, the reader or listener is advised to contact the 
contributor for a full understanding of the electronic, mechanical, and chemical risks involved in the information of 
interest.  HVRA is not responsible for the accuracy and safety of any repair or restoration topics presented in any 
format. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Annual Dues: $20.00;  normally payable prior to the HVRA Annual Convention 
Membership Applications available at General Membership Meetings or on HVRA.org 

President: Joe Gernand N/A info@hvra.org 

Vice President: Open Position N/A info@hvra.org 

Treasurer: Brett Martin  N/A info@hvra.org 

Secretary: Dave Herlinger N/A info@hvra.org 

Historian: Open Position N/A info@hvra.org 

At Large #1: (Auction Chairperson) Randy Anderson N/A info@hvra.org 

At Large #2: (Contest Chairperson) Tom Taylor  N/A info@hvra.org 

At Large #3: (Program Chairperson) Stephen Truch N/A info@hvra.org 

At Large #4: (Estate Coordinator) Steve Scheel N/A info@hvra.org 

Grid Leak Editor: Jerry Sirkin 281-844-4124  gsirkin@aol.com  

Webmaster: Jordon Lagrone N/A info@hvra.org 

HVRA BOARD MEMBERS 
If a Board Member’s contact information is not listed, please contact them at info@hvra.org 

mailto:gsirkin@aol.com
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3RD QUARTER 2024 EVENT CALENDAR 
 

Monthly Board of Directors Meetings at 7:30 PM via ZOOM; Monthly General Meetings 8—11 AM at Bay-
land Park will include a Program and an Auction:  donuts, coffee, juice and snacks will be available. 
   
July 
9th, Tue.  Board of Directors Meeting 
13th, Sat.  Texas City Mega-Auction; TARS Hamfest 8am—2pm; HVRA Auction 12pm noon—4pm.   
27th, Sat. 8AM—11AM Mo. Gen. Mtg, Program: Collecting Records and Tapes, Part 2 by Stephen Truch; Auction 

August 
10th, Tue.  Board of Directors Meeting 

24h, Sat. 8AM-11AM: Mo. Gen. Mtg, Program: Bring Anything You Collect To Talk About (Radio or Non Radio); Auction 

September 
11th, Tue.  Board of Directors Meeting  
28th, Sat.  8AM-11AM: Mo. Gen. Mtg, Annual Meeting Reports; Elections (see details in this GL) 
                  Program:  Early Seismic Acquisition Apparatus by Randy Anderson; Auction 

October 
8th, Tue. Board of Directors Meeting 
26th, Sat. Swap Meet at Mike Payne’s Alvin Location (details to follow in October GL) 

 

President’s Message by Joe Gernand  
Hi everyone.  When the Bayland Community Center was unavailable for two of our monthly meet-
ings this past quarter, EPO allowed us to hold those events in their parking lot.  Their willingness to 
host us was a great relief to us all.  Thank you, EPO!  Without your help we might have needed to 
cancel 2 monthly meetings.   

Now in the third quarter, of 2024, summer is truly upon us and we will be able to hold all of our 
events in doors.  During this quarter our regular monthly meetings will be held as usual at the Bay-
land Community Center.  The results of the annual Texas City “Mega Auction” on July 13th will be 
discussed later in this Grid Leak.  Needless to say, Hurricane Beryl had a large influence on attend-
ance and auction participation.  I’d like to thank all members who were able to attend, especial our 
Mega Auction volunteers.   Due to future election activities at Bayland Park, our October monthly 
meeting will be a swap meet at Mike Payne’s Alvin location (details to follow). 

For personal reasons, Ric Slater will be standing down as Vice President and as Club Historian.  I personally will greatly miss 
Ric’s leadership, help and support.  He has been an active participant on the board, the lead organizer of the convention, and 
record keeper as historian.  Ric, Thank you for all of your efforts on behalf of the club. 

In past Grid leaks, I’ve talked about the club’s need for its members to volunteer and those needs still exist.  So here are some 
chances to volunteer:   

Elections for board positions will be held during the September meeting.  More on which positions and their responsibili-
ties can be found in this Grid Leak. 

Handlers and auction support are needed for our monthly meetings.  Contact Randy Anderson to Volunteer 

Our Treasurer Brett Martin needs an assistant during auctions.  If you are interested in assisting Brett during auctions, 
please contact him or myself. 

Because Ric is stepping down this July, we need some temporary support in his positions until elections.  If you are inter-
ested in in these positions now would be a good time to get started.  Contact Ric or myself if you are interested. 

Finally, I am going to repeat myself from last quarters Grid Leak: 
As a nonprofit club we rely completely on the involvement of our members.  I want to thank everyone who has volunteered to 
help the club.  Without your help and commitment to the club, there wouldn’t be a HVRA.  So, as we go into what is now our 
46th year, volunteers are still needed because you are the backbone of this club.  Calls for volunteers, will be going out to the 
membership during the course of the year so please volunteer if you can.   
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ANNUAL MEETING AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ ELECTIONS  

SEPTEMBER 28, 2024 

 

Each September, we take time, during our General Meeting, to hear annual reports from Board Members and Committee Chair-

men regarding their assigned duties as related to HVRA business and events.   

 

Additionally, September is the month for electing volunteers to make a 2 year commitment to serve on the Board of Directors.  

During this September Meeting, the following 2 year term positions need to be filled:  President, Treasurer, Historian, At Large 

Position 2, and At Large Position 4.  Also, we are looking for a volunteer to complete the remaining 1 year as Vice President. 

Please refer to the following descriptions and duties for these positions as per the current By-Laws 

 
President   (Term 9/2024—2026)  Current President: Joe Gernand 
Paragraph 1.  Shall lead the membership in a manner consistent with the Association objectives (ARTICLE II) and these By-
laws. 
Paragraph 2.  Shall preside at all meetings of the Association and the Executive Board. 
Paragraph 3.  Shall appoint all committees and chairpersons, except for those assigned to the Vice President. 
Paragraph 4.  Shall recommend, appoint, or remove the Association Auctioneer. 
Paragraph 5.  Shall appoint or be chairman of the program committee. 
 
Vice President   (Remaining Term 9/2024—2025… 1 yr) Current V.P: Ric Slater 
Paragraph 1.  In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall serve in the President’s place. 
Paragraph 2.  If the Presidential post is vacated, the Vice President shall become interim President. 
Paragraph 3.  Shall assist the President. 
Paragraph 4.  Shall be responsible for the Annual Show and Auction. 
 
Treasurer   (Term 9/2024—2026)  Current Treasurer; Brett Martin  
Paragraph 1.  The Treasurer is the officer entrusted with the accounts and funds of the Association.  These funds shall be main-
tained in a bank account as approved by the Executive Board.  Signature authority on this account shall consist of the President, 
the Vice President and the Treasurer.  Checks issued from this account will require one signature of authorization. 
Paragraph 2.  Shall maintain a detailed record of all transactions, collections, and disbursements of funds, goods, and Associa-
tion dues.  These records will be maintained in a form as approved by the Executive Board. 
Paragraph 3.  Shall keep an accounting of membership dues and assist the Editor in notifying members at least one month in 
advance of membership expiration. 
Paragraph 4.  Shall make records available for audits as directed by the Executive Board and shall make records available with-
in five days for any special audit. 
Paragraph 5.  The Treasurer shall prepare an annual report to be presented at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Historian   (Term 9/2024—2026)  Current Historian: Ric Slater 
Paragraph 1.  Shall maintain all historical records of the Association including one copy of each Association publication. 
Paragraph 2.  Shall maintain a copy of the Official history of the Association in a “scrap book along with suitable photographs 
and newspaper clippings regarding the activities of the Association and its members 
 
Representative at Large – Position Two    (Term 9/2024—2026) Currently: Tom Taylor 
Paragraph 1.  Shall serve as Contest Chairperson at the Annual Show and Auction. 
Paragraph 2.  Shall perform other special tasks as assigned by the President  
 
Representative at Large – Position Four   (Term 9/2024—2026) Currently: Steve Scheel 
Paragraph 1.  Shall be responsible for working with assessment, coordination, and inventorying of estates that HVRA will assist 
with liquidation. 
Paragraph 2.  Shall maintain the HVRA policy for terms and condition that HVRA will enter into with estates.  Said terms and 
conditions shall be voted on for approval by the Board of Directors. 
Paragraph 3.  Shall seek assistance from board members and other club members in the execution of their duties. 
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TEXAS CITY HAMFEST and HVRA 2024 MEGA AUCTION RESULTS                                                                        

This annual event was held in Texas City on July 13th.  Unfortunately, this was only 5 days after Hurri-
cane Beryl brought a path of destruction thru the Galveston—Houston– Woodlands metroplex, leaving 
behind, locally flooded areas, fallen trees, downed electrical wires, damaged residences. Since HVRA 
members and the general public were left with many days of power outages, boiling water notices, and 
cleanup from the energy expended by this Category I storm, we greatly effected in attendance and partici-
pation at both the Hamfest and the HVRA Mega Auction.  Observers noticed that about half of the TARS 
Hamfest tables were vacant and only about 25 to 30 people participated in the HVRA Auction.  Prelimi-
nary auction results indicate that HVRA hamfest sales and auction commissions were sufficient to pay our 
obligated $250.00 facility charge.  Although the results were not as anticipated, several participants found 
good deals at reasonable prices and sellers returned home with fewer items to take up space in garages, 
attics and closets. 

A big thank you goes out to all of the members volunteering to help make this event successful and enjoy-
able: Joe Gernand, Randy Anderson, Ric Slater, Bill Werzner, Lewis Brittain, Gilbert Hedge, Mike Slovan, 
David Herlinger, Konrad Werzner, Stephen Truch, and Jim Angus (apologies if your name was not listed). 

Our NON-AWARD for the member traveling the farthest goes to Ed Janssen from Lewisville Texas.  Ed 
and his wife, Lois, attended as a stopping point while traveling thru S. Texas and Louisiana celebrating 
their 55th anniversary.  Both Ed and Lois have been participants in HVRA events for decades and always 
bring warm smiles and friendly companionships on there visits to Houston. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Larry Kritz, Houston    Suzanne Mundy, Fresno  Judy Pushkin, Houston 

 HVRA MAILING ADDRESS 

HVRA                                                                                

2951 MARINA BAY DRIVE                                      

SUITE 130  BOX 168                                                

LEAGUE CITY, TEXAS 77573 
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Buy, Sell, Trade, & Services Offered 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Vintage Sounds  
Vintage Sounds is located in the Market Place Antique 
Center, 10910 Katy Freeway, Houston, they service and re-
pair vintage phonographs, radios, telephones, in addition 
to selling phonograph records, radios, phonographs, tele-
phones, vacuum tubes, books, light bulbs, parts, and so 
much more.  
Open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 10 AM - 6 PM.  HVRA 
members 10% discount on radio items.    
(713) 468-4911  www.vintagesoundshouston.com  
 
Borden Radio Company website: http://
www.xtalman.com Antique Radio Schematic Service in-
cluded in web-site. Crystal radio kits for sale. (281) 620 – 
6692 
 
Sargent Auction Service: www.sargentauction.com,  
Jims@sargentauction.com Jim Sargent, WA5QBR, Auc-
tioneer, TX license 16135  Location: 200 Thomas Road,  
Granbury TX  76049  
 
Allen Speaker Service: Speaker re-coning and repair, 919 
W.19th St. Houston, (713) 862-2747.  
 
Tom Granger Restorations, radio and phono cabinets. 
(281) 338 - 8277  (www.tomgranger@mac.com ) 
 
Ace Electronics: 3210 Antoine Drive Houston, TX 77092    
713-688-8114 (www.ace4parts.com) 
 
Electronic Parts Outlet (EPO): 3753 B Fondren Rd Hou-
ston, TX 77063 713-784-0140 (www.epohouston.com) 
 
Electronic Supply Company of Texas City 1524 Texas 
Avenue, Texas City.  800-451-7532; 409-945-4401; 
www.electronicsupply.com 
Every nature of major brand wire and associated intercon-
nects for data for video/audio signal transfer; handheld in-
struments for troubleshooting and process monitoring as 
well as both digital and analogue panel instruments; 
Unique items include the Fox n Hound Circuit Tracer, Insu-
lation Tester, IR Thermometer, RTD measurement and 
communications diagnostic; variable lab quality power 
supplies for the bench and fixed voltage for remote loca-
tion. 
 
Lonesome Frog Records Market Place Antiques 10910 
Katy Freeway #208  Houston, TX 77043  Bill Syrell, Owner  
832-724-0634; wsyrell1@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         
Vintage and Pre-owned Stereo Equipment 

https://soundsgoodtomehouston.com 
 

 
 
Phonograph and Turntable Repairs located in the 
Heghts.  Contact Larry Krtz: 713-880-8774 

WANTED 

 Wanted: Atwater Kent Model 36 radio with matching 
type “Y” power supply in working condition.  Will pur-
chase either early or late versions (or both if available).   

Wanted: Atwater Kent Model K speaker in working 
condition. Jerry Sirkin  281-844-4124; gsirkin@aol.com.  

I am trying to help others by providing a service that 
will help those who are trying to acquire items that 
have become no longer or un- sourceable. As I would 
like to help build a collection of items that can help you 
to return a radio back to a working condition.  If you 
are needing an item that is needed to complete a radio 
maybe I can CAD design, and 3d print it. Currently I 
have 21 items listed on the website,  and have been 
printed and used on radios like, Bulova, Grebe, RCA, 
Philco, Delco, Silvertone, Tempo-Tone,and others. 
There are more items but I have not added them. I do 
not intend to be in competition with those to sell knobs 
as a business but I have also created about 100 knobs 
which are not posted, but will provide a list to those 
who are interested. Some items can and some cannot be 
reproduced, but I am willing to try. If we are successful 
in creating an item, I will when offer for sale on my 
website. 
Ron Carroll (lottaradios@gmail.com) 
Lott, Texas                                                                                                                 

 Player Piano needs a 
new home.   

Comes with FIVE 
boxes of QRS rolls 
not sold separately.   

Not converted to 
electricity.   

Currently painted 
white.    

VERY restora-
ble.   LOW LOW to 
nearly no cost.   

Contact Tom Taylor 
281-229-2970 

http://www.vintagesounds.com
https://soundsgoodtomehouston.com/
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Texas Broadcast Museum: 416 E. Main Street in Kilgore, TX.   
Phone:903-984-8115.  
There are hundreds of pieces of vintage paraphernalia related to 
radio and TV broadcasting.   
Admission is $6.00 ($5.00 for seniors and military vets).   
 
Edington Family Museum of Atwater-Kent Radios: 550 Roosevelt 

in Silsbee, TX. Please contact Jimmy Edington for appointment at 

337-476-4328 (atwaterkentsrus@gmail.com).  Jimmy, a long-time 

collector and original HVRA member, has re-purposed a beautiful-

ly restored hotel to display his outstanding collection of Atwater-

Kent radios and related products.  See his website, 

www.atwaterkentsrus.com. 

More Radio Clubs 
Delaware Valley Historic Radio Club  www.dvhrc.com 

 

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC)  President:  Jim Col-

lings, PO Box 50625, Midwest City, OK   jcradio@cox.net; $15 annual 

dues. Monthly meetings, annual show. 

 

Antique Radio Club of Illinois (ARCI)   www.clubinfo@antique-

radio.org 

 

Collins Radio Association (CRA). David Knepper, PO Box 34, Sid-

man, PA 15955. No dues. www.collinsra.org 

 

Michigan Antique Radio Club (MARC). Don Colbert, MARC, Pub: 

The Michigan Antique Radio Chronicle, quarterly. Dues: $20. mem-

bership@michiganantiqueradio.org.   Annual Extravaganza and oth-

e r  q u a r t e r l y  m e e t s .  

www.michiganantiqueradio.org                                              . 

 

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club (NMRCC). Monthly newsletter 

and members meeting (with flea market, auction and theme pro-

gram). Dues: $20.  For more information contact John Anthes,  jpan-

t h e s @ c o m c a s t . n e t    C l u b  w e b s i t e :  h t t p : / /

newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com  

 

Texas Antique Radio Club (TARC), Doug Wright, Canyon Lake, 

TX. wrightdouglas70@yahoo.com 

 

Vintage Radio and Phonograph Society (VRPS), Dallas / Ft. Worth, 

TX. George Potter   

vrps@sbcglobal.net, website: www.vrps.org 

 

Texas Panhandle Vintage Radio Society (TPVRS). Contact: Elroy A. 

Heras, 4086 Business Park Dr., Amarillo, TX 79110 

 

Canadian Vintage Radios Society (CVRS)  Contact Gerry O’Hara  

226 Dallas Road Victoria V8V1A5 Canada (gerrycohara@gmail.com)  

604-671-6062; CVRS Website: canadianvintageradios.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sitting at home with nothing to do?  Are all of your restora-
tion projects completed?  Do you still have questions about 
difficult electrical repairs to your prized radio(s)? 
Well, fear not Mr. Collector.  The HVRA CD - ROM awaits 
your attention.  Indexed for easy use and filled with 31 years 
of HVRA Grid Leak articles your answers and vast amounts 
of general vintage radio information is just a small invest-
ment away. Each CD is $10 
Please contact Joe Gernand and you will be rewarded with 
more information than one man should ever know. 

 


