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From The President    

 Bill Werzner, 
HVRA President 
 

At the bench 
Greetings from Bill pecking away on the spring quarterly edition of “The Grid Leak”!  With the yearend holidays 
and activities associated there with, now firmly behind us, we move on to more fun events in the coming 
months. We began the year with our annual post-holiday kickoff party in January at the Hobby Airport Hilton 
Double Tree Hotel, followed by the annual HVRA convention and two day auction at the Houston Marriott North 
Hotel in February. Kudos to our fellow members who organized the events, volunteered their time and labor, 
and brought both events to a fun and successful conclusion. Yes we plan to do it all again next year, same time 
and locations. Special thanks to HVRA VP, Jerry Sirkin and Treasurer, Tom Taylor for as they say, “taking the bull 
by the horns and chairing these events in that order”! Fellow members volunteered and without their help, we 
couldn’t have done it. There is not enough room in this remaining paragraph space to list all of your names, if I 
tried to do so, I know I would forget some; so for all you volunteers, “A heartfelt thank you for all you have 
done!”  
 
I heard there is an old Japanese saying that goes, “A wasp often stings a happy face”. I know we are happy that 
the labors of last year are behind us, winter is over, springtime is here, and we anticipate the fun times that 
await us. But with great sadness, I have to report that three of our good friends and long-time members have 
passed on. Arnie Sanchez died in December, and Charles Sharpless on February 17 of this year. Recently we 
learned that Walter Troyer passed away on January 2 while visiting family members in Virginia. Both Arnie and 
Charles were past HVRA officers and U.S. Air Force veterans. Walter’s obituary will be published in the third 
quarter “Grid Leak”. We offer our condolences to their surviving family members as we remember their 
friendship and years of commitment to our organization.    
  
Looking forward to the spring 2017 coming events, we have regular scheduled monthly meetings in March and 
April, no May meeting at Bayland Community Center due to the annual Memorial Day weekend closings. The 
June meeting will resume on schedule as will monthly meetings through the month of October. First on the 
docket will be our annual Spring Swap Meet / Barbeque, May 6 in Friendswood, followed by Mike Payne’s trunk 
and tailgate meet in Alvin. TX on May 20. June 3rd & 4th Battleship USS Texas HAM Radio Station NA5DV will 
blast the airwaves with a daytime and overnight program during annual Museum Ships Weekend. Then on July 
8 we will convene our annual Summer Mega Auction in Texas City. Mark your calendars and put the honey do’s 
aside for these fun events, and yes, we will need volunteers to step forward to help as in the past.   Bill Werzner, 
President, HVRA.  
 
 

HVRA Officers 
President:  Bill Werzner, 713-721-2242,  werz1943@gmail.com  
Vice President:  Jerry Sirkin, 281-844-4124,  gsirkin@aol.com  



Treasurer:  Tom Taylor, 281-996-5835  ihcrally@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Mike Monsour, AC0TX, 832-829-2227  msircg@gmail.com 
Historian:  Richard T. Slater, 832-977-6111,  ricslater1750@gmail.com 
At Large # 1:   Reid Shipp, WA5ARI, 281-943-9877 
At Large # 2 and Grid Leak Editor:  Jeff Heller, 281-702-6920   hellerj1@comcast.net 
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HVRA Event Schedule:   April/May/June/July 2017 

April 2017 

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting,  Tuesday April 11 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm, Bayland Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX 77074  Pizza served ($1 per slice to cover cost). Please remember our Directors 

meetings are open to all members.  Please feel free to attend. 

Monthly Members Meeting Saturday, April 22 @ 9:00 am - 11:00 am Bayland Community Center, 6400 

Bissonnet St  Houston, TX 77074   We start gathering around 8 to set up and end around Noon   (Ends at 11am officially 

but may run over) This month’s program will be "collections".   This is always a popular program.   Bring your collection 

of anything to display and discuss.   This can be a collection of anything you may have it doesn't need to be radio or radio 

related. 

May 2017 

Swap Meet and Barbecue, Frankie Carter Randolph Park, Friendswood, TX Saturday May 6.  
Because of the Memorial Day Holiday on the weekend of our normal meeting, we will have our Second Annual Barbecue 

and Swap Meet meeting at this beautiful setting.  See the article in the Grid Leak below.  We will start gathering at 9:00 

am.  This will replace our monthly meeting for May.   

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting Tuesday May 9 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Bayland Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St  Houston, TX   Pizza served ($1 per slice to cover cost). Please remember our Directors meetings 

are open to all members.  Please feel free to attend. 

Mike Payne’s Annual Trunk and Tailgate Swapmeet  Saturday May 20  Mike Payne will host his annual 

swap meet at his place in Alvin, TX.  Starts at about 8:00 am and lasts to about Noon.  Details in the Grid Leak below. 

June 2017 

Museum Ships Weekend at the Battleship Texas, Saturday and Sunday June 3 & 4.  Club members 

are welcome to tour the ship.  There is also an overnight scout experience with NA5DV.  Call or see Bill Werzner for more 

details.  

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting Tuesday June 13 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX   Pizza served ($1 per slice to cover cost). Please remember our 

Directors meetings are open to all members.  Please feel free to attend. 

http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-4/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-members-meeting-3/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-3/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-6/


Monthly Members Meeting  Saturday June 24 @ 9:00 am - 11:00 am Bayland Community Center, 6400 

Bissonnet St Houston, TX   We start setting up around 8:00 AM – and end at 11am officially but may run over to Noon.   

We hope to have Lance Borden give a demonstration on winding coils using one of his crystal radio kits!   

July 2017 

HVRA Annual Summer Mega Auction, Hosted at the Texas City Hamfest  Saturday July 8   This 

is the big hamfest put on by the Tidelands Area Ham Radio Club at the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City, TX.  Doors 

open at 8:00 am.  Please visit the website for more information on this event.  HVRA will be holding an auction starting 
at Noon. http://hvra.org/index.php/2017-texas-city-mega-auction/ 

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting  Tuesday July 11 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX  Pizza served ($1 per slice to cover cost). Please remember our 

Directors meetings are open to all members.  Please feel free to attend. 

Monthly Members Meeting  Saturday July 22 @ 9:00 am - 11:00 am Bayland Community Center, 6400 

Bissonnet St Houston, TX  Monthly Members Meeting at Bayland Park. We start gathering at 8:00 AM – Noonish (Ends at 

11am officially but may run over).  We will invite member Ron Soyland to give a demonstration on making dials! Don’t 

miss Ron giving demonstrations of his techniques. 

 
Second Annual Swap Meet and Barbecue at Frankie Carter Randolph Park, Friendswood 

HVRA Treasurer Tom Taylor has secured reservations for us to have a fun trunk and tailgate swap meet in 

Friendswood on Saturday morning, starting 9 AM, May 6.  Location is on the South side of Houston and beyond 

Beltway 8 rain or shine.  Taking the Friendswood Exit from I45 South, go WEST < 2 miles on FM 2351 and then 

take a right into the park just past the third stop light.   We will be on your right in Pavilion 2 which is off the 

next drive past the office entrance. We are planning a catered barbeque just like last year from the same vendors 

– their barbeque is superb and you won’t go away hungry! There is playground equipment, and areas for games 

and bike riding so bring the family. We will need a head count no later than May 2 so let us know how many 

plan to attend. Last year we enjoyed a great swap meet and wonderful lunch with all the trimmings. Don’t miss 

this fun picnic in a beautiful park! Call or E mail reservations to Bill Werzner (713) 721–2242  

werz1943@gmail.com or Tom Taylor ihcrally@yahoo.com .   

Mike Payne’s Alvin, TX Annual Swap Meet & Tail Gate Auction 

Mark your calendars for Saturday morning, May 20. Mike will again open the gates to Electro Junk Inc. around 

8 AM to his large parking lot for those who will be swapping and selling. Swappers and sellers will have first dibs 

for parking spots inside the event area as has been the policy in previous events. This is an informal gathering 

and you can never tell what will show up in the trunks, tailgates, or on the many pallets of fine surplus electronics 

Mike will have for sale. To get there take Texas Highway 6 or 35 from Houston to Alvin. In Alvin take N. Gordon 

St. south through downtown, turn right on W. House St., go four streets and turn left on Hill St. Continue two 

blocks south to 307 W. Dumble St. and you are there (can’t miss it)!  

http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-members-meeting-5/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/annual-summer-mega-auction-hosted-a-the-texas-city-hamfest/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-7/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-members-meeting-6/
mailto:werz1943@gmail.com
mailto:ihcrally@yahoo.com


 

Annual Museum Ships Weekend Aboard Battleship USS Texas 

To all HAMs and HAM wannabes or curious HVRA members, this will be a fun weekend event on June 3 & 4! The 

air conditioned HAM shack, the ship has provided, is on second deck, port side. That is the left side of the ship, 

facing the bow or front end of the ship as conveniently defined for landlubbers. Battleship Texas (BTARS) station 

NA5DV will go on the air Saturday and continue overnight, and into Sunday contacting other museum ships and 

HAM operators around the world. This annual event is hosted by NJ2BB Battleship New Jersey. From BB 35 

Manager: “All  BTARS members spending the night aboard must be TPWD volunteers in good standing (have a 

completed background check) and you will need to coordinate with Kandace@battleshiptexas.org  for overnight 

accommodations. Please do provide us the list of names ahead of time.” Contact Joe Peet - NA5DV / Trustee: 

Katy, Texas 832-701-4952 if you plan to participate. There will be many scouts spending the night on board so 

here is your chance to acquaint the younger generation with HAM radio and make contacts as fast as you can 

record them – don’t get writer’s cramp – so, it is advisable to bring along a laptop if you know how to type.  

HVRA Annual Summer Mega Auction at the Tidelands Hamfest 
Saturday July 8      Doyle Convention Center, Texas City, TX 

 
For the past few years, HVRA has partnered with the Tidelands Amateur Radio Society to put on our Summer 
Mega Auction in conjunction with Tidelands annual Hamfest.  The Hamfest and HVRA Auction will be held at the 
Doyle Convention Center in Texas City, TX.  This is a very large venue and admission to the Hamfest is only $5.00 
at the door.  More information about the Hamfest can be found at tchamfest@texascityhamfest.org    Hamfest 
doors open at 8:00 am.  The HVRA auction will begin at Noon.  All HVRA members are always welcome to bid at 
our auctions without charge.  Any Hamfest attendees who are not HVRA members will be required to pay a 

$2.00 fee for an auction bidders card.  We will have A LOT OF RADIOS at this auction.  Items from the 

estate of our recently deceased members, Walter Troyer and Arnie Sanchez, will be featured.  HVRA members 
are welcome to bring their items to sell as well.  Below is a picture from last year’s auction.  Please come to this 
MEGA AUCTION and enjoy the radios! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

tel:(832)%20701-4952
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Two Silent Keys – Both Sadly Missed 

Arnie D. Sanchez   May 22, 1936 – Dec. 14, 2016. Arnie was a long time member of HVRA and later, also a 

member of VRPS. Arnie was born in Caquas, Puerto Rico, moved to New York and was a veteran of the US Air 

Force from the 1950’s. Arnie was known for his collection of beautiful vintage Zenith console radios and later 

his Stromberg Carlson collection. Arnie was employed by the petroleum industry Citgo, Lyondell, Shell, and 

others as a purchasing agent for many years. His bi lingual talent and technical expertise was an important asset 

to his career.     

After retiring from the oil industry, Arnie received a calling and became a lay preacher, preaching the gospel to 

jail and prison inmates – an estimated twenty thousand according to his minister at Arnie’s funeral. During the 

funeral service, his minister told how after he retired, one of the former employers called Arnie and wanted him 

to come back. He asked Arnie, “are you working for someone now?” Arnie answered, “Yes I am.” Well, who 

might I ask? Arnie replied, “I am working for Jesus now.” That was Arnie as we knew him and loved him!     

 

Charles Sharpless Jr.   Sept. 9, 1937 – Feb. 17, 2017. Charles was also a long time member of HVRA. He was a 

Board of Directors member and had served both as Treasurer and President. He was a US Air Force veteran 

stationed in Germany during the Cold War where he met his wife Annemarie who preceded him in death. 

Charles was a member of NASA’s Lunar Module Team and contributed to the Space Shuttle program prior to 

retirement. As an active HAM radio activist K5HDV, he was also known for his incredible collection of rare 

German WW II radios, some of which he had restored and working, that were shown as a feature attraction 

during several annual HVRA conventions. Charles was an active member of St. Mary of the Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church in La Porte, TX where his funeral was held, prior to burial in the Houston National 

Cemetery.      

 

 

        From the Webmaster     Stephen Scheel  

One of the new items for the HVRA website is an online forum.   This forum is open to all HVRA Members only 

and includes a For Sale, Wanted and Swap section.   We hope that you will post items of interest there and 

start some exchanges with other members.    Please sign up using the same email address you have on file 

with HVRA so that it correctly verifies you as a member eligible to join, and you will be given rights to use this 

section.  I am also pleased to announce that all Grid Leaks from 2011 through present are now on-line at the 

website.  (There are one or two missing that we will correct).  The HVRA Club cd contains all Grid Leaks through 

2010 (available for purchase for $10.00).  Now you can find the more recent GLs on-line.    Additionally, the 

website will have our up-to-date calendar of club events, pictures from up-coming auctions, and other 

information. If you have any questions please contact the webmaster at targeteye1@gmail.com.  Visit 

hvra.org and select the green FORUM button.  

 

mailto:targeteye1@gmail.com
http://hvra.org/


Radio Collector Spotlight 
Featuring: Jim Sargent 

By Gilbert Hedge 

                

The Houston Vintage Radio Association (HVRA) in Houston and the Vintage Radio and Phonograph Society (VRPS) in Dallas 

have had common members for decades. This Radio Collector Spotlight will feature Jim Sargent the president of VRPS in 

Dallas and a long-time member of the HVRA. Most of you will know Jim as the auctioneer at the VRPS auctions and as an 

alternate auctioneer during HVRA convention auctions in Houston. Both organizations have greatly benefited from his 

leadership, work ethic and support over the years. 

 

         

 

Being raised in the New Orleans area, Jim attended Louisiana Tech and later received his Masters from University of 

Arkansas. He spent seven years in the Air Force where he piloted C-130’s. He is currently retired from AT&T. 

 

        

 



Jim’s interest in radios began at a very early age when his parents would take him on trips to buy antiques and collectables 

to replenish their resale shop. Some of the vendors were very fond of Jim and they would give him radios. Once at home 

he would tear them apart and try to figure out how they worked. By the age of 15 his knowledge had advanced far enough 

that he was able to pass the exam to obtain his Amateur Radio license WA5QBR.  

 

 

 

 

Jim’s collection started like everyone else’s collection by acquiring anything he could get his hands on, but soon he 

narrowed his focused to what interested him. His collection consists of tombstones, table sets, cathedrals, consoles, ham 

equipment, phonographs, novelty sets, telegraph equipment, wireless equipment and other interesting items. Now his 

interest is mainly in the early wireless equipment. One of the more interesting items in Jim’s collection is a train set and 

control panel that he built and installed in his house. The train runs around the upstairs loft and across a bridge (he and 

his wife built) that spans the large family room, how cool. Over the years, Jim’s magnificent contest entries have won him 

numerous awards at the annual HVRA and VRPS conventions. 

 

       

 

Being a licensed auctioneer, Jim provides a valuable service to the radio collecting community with his Sargent Auction 

Service that gives collectors another avenue to acquire radios and he also provides a resource for families that need to 

liquidate radio collections. Check out his website at sargentauction.com for a schedule of up-coming auctions. 



        

 

In addition to his collection, Jim has an enormous number of collectables (radios, parts, tubes, literature and related items) 

that are for sale, so if there is something in particular that you are looking for, give him a call, he may have it.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HVRA Members Forum 

Sick Tube Tester? 

Submitted By Tom Taylor   I was faced recently with recovery of a good friend that took ill.   My Hickock 

752A tube tester, my favorite of four testers, was showing more and more leakage on tubes while the LEAKAGE 

switch was in position 1 and 2.   Suspecting this was not caused by the tubes under test due to the regularity of 

the event I chose to take time for troubleshooting.   While trying to isolate the conditions under which this 

would or would not take place, I found it would display that same leakage even without a test tube in any socket 

and regardless of ANY tube pin rotary switch selection.   At first my suspicion was the possibility of an ageing 

tube socket in the string with the tester simply seeing a condition similar to when a bad tube was in a socket.   

However, running with advice taken from one more familiar with tube testers I swapped out the internal tubes 

5Y3 and 83 just in case.   No joy.   I then swapped out the one yellow green capacitor that had escaped prior 

‘upgrades’. I then sprayed DeoxiT contact cleaner on each socket.   No joy   Days passed in cogitation until I took 

notice of a cluster of fine particulates in the bottom of the cabinet just below the octal socket.  These particles 

which must be conductive had to be making their way through fine gaps around the octal socket pins suggesting 

there would be some still in the socket and on their way through.  In the spirit of nothing gained nothing lost or 

thereabouts I took the entire chassis platform to my air hose and blew out the sockets from both the top and 

bottom side with attention to the octal socket.   Shazam   Back in business and back to the pleasures of these 

sicko radios. 

Plate Load 

Submitted by Tom Taylor  I came upon a radio that worked fairly well until a couple of unchanged original 

components including an obviously overheated resistor was replaced.   Although the event described here 

happened to one of our members, it has also happened to me a few times.   It seems that with age and heat the 

color band orange can darken to become a brown and perhaps other colors can drift towards a gray or even a 

black.   It doesn’t help when the change takes place to the color of a multiplier band found in the component 

center, the part of the resistor that can get the hottest.    This repair challenge was complicated by the fact that 

the Spartan model number was almost faded or worn away AND the old resistors had been tossed before this 

rescue attempt.   Suspecting the resistor replacement, I could see at least 3 ways to confirm a resistor choice 

error and get it working again. 

~ Take what we could see of the model number and examine Spartan 5 tube radio diagrams with model numbers 

matching the known digits we could read until we found the correct diagram 

~ See what the replacement resistor served in the circuit and put in place a more reasonable value to see if life 

returned to the radio thereby confirming it was indeed an error in reading the resistor color code 

~ Look at the tube layout and search 5 tube radio schematics to find a similar circuit using the same 12SQ7 tube 

where this resistor was connected. 

To illustrate one approach we first chose to reason what was needed in that circuit and make a corrective resistor 

choice that approximated the need.   Using the base diagram from a tube manual and examining the radio wiring 



we saw the suspect replacement resistor was tied between the plate of a 12SQ7 triode and the B+.   It’s a plate 

load resistor where signal voltage is developed.   The suspect replacement was approximately 270 ohms which 

for all the world had to be wrong since the tube manual says the triode portion of that tube is only capable of 1 

ma plate current.   With that value the maximum signal voltage available across THAT plate load value was a 

wimpy 0.001 X 270 = 0.27 volts.   Clearly the selection of a much larger plate load resistor there would 

significantly increase the signal voltage available to the following 50L6 control grid.   The highest resistor we had 

on hand was a 22K ohm and once it was installed we had our confirmation with plenty of volume to the speaker.    

Since this volume did not confirm a good final choice, a look into other schematics was undertaken where we 

turned up use of a 12SQ7 AND the observation that a 470K ohm resistor was much more fitting. 

 

Solder Bits: An Occasional Column of Helpful Tips and Tricks   

Your Grid Leak editor started a column of Tips and Tricks called “Solder Bits”.  The purpose of the column is for 

our members to pass along helpful tips, tricks, techniques, procedures and hints that they use in repairs and 

restorations of vintage equipment. As a group who collect and restore such equipment, all of us face the need 

to clean, repair, replace and otherwise take care of our vintage equipment.  This column however needs 

HVRA member input.  It is your column and we will print your submissions.  They need not be 

long or complicated technical articles.  Just submit your Solder Bits to the Grid Leak editor, Jeff Heller, 

hellerj1@comcast.net and I will publish them in the next issue.  Please help make this effort a success and see 

your advice in print for other HVRA members.     

Submitted by Tom Taylor  

On occasion we will work on a radio and come back to it not sure if we did or did not align a particular 

coil.   Maybe you left behind no unique tag that you were in a set and now here it is again.   Having broken a 

couple of coil adjustments in the past just to have to fix my own problem, I do not want to go back to an ornery 

coil giving it another chance to fail on me.  Consider nail polish to put a dot next to slugs you have 

adjusted.  Maybe add a different color to ones you haven't or do not want to adjust.  You can tell in a moment 

you were there and where you chose not to go.   A dot placed in YOUR location on the rear of the chassis might 

mean something else to you.  Selling on ebay?? 

From Past Editions of the Grid Leak,  Courtesy of Gilbert Hedge  

GL 2/79  “Zap’em” by Bob Lucas:   In repairing your vintage radio, open audio transformer windings are 

often encountered. Also, the coil windings in a magnetic speaker are often open. As you know, these are tough 
repair jobs. If you try the 'zap' method, you may save yourself a lot of time and sweat.  
Hook up the open component, an ammeter, and a variable voltage power supply in series. Slowly increase the 
voltage, while watching the ammeter. If you are lucky, a certain voltage level will arc across the break, and 
current will begin to flow. Fixed!!!  
Since the D.C. resistance of audio primaries, and speaker coils is normally 2000 to 4000 ohms, and the 'zap' 
voltage may reach 300 volts, you may be sending 100 to 150 milliamperes through the winding at the time of 
the 'cure.' If you lower the voltage quickly, the winding won't be hurt, even though it may be rated at only 10 

mailto:hellerj1@comcast.net


milliamperes.   Try this on any type of winding --- power transformers, output transformers, and dynamic 
speaker field coils. Success may be, lower with high current devices.  Will the repair be permanent? My 
experience shows about 60% 'cures,' and about 5% later failures. 

 

GL 4/79  Cleaning Variable Condenser Plates  by Red Edwards:  I have had good results burning 

out variable condenser plates using a similar method to Bob Lucas's "Zapping." I use the secondary of a power 
transformer (200 to 300 volts A.C.) applied through a 1000 or 2000 Ω, 10 to 20 watt resistor. Remove any wires 
on the stator plates from coils, etc. The resistor prevents damage to plates and power transformer. Rotate the 
condenser back and forth until frying stops. Using the A.C. voltage from one half of the secondary transformer 
usually furnishes enough voltage as very closely spaced plates have a tendency to arc. It is surprising how much 
dust is in the condensers. This method will frequently clear up noise when all other methods fail, and the slight 
etching of the plates is not harmful. 

 

GL 5/79  Restoring Plastic Dials  by Bob Lucas:  Many of the late 20's and 30's radios, had a celluloid 

strip dial, or a circular yellowish plastic dial. On a lot of these, the lines and numbers have almost disappeared. 
Washing may remove the dial numbers completely. A set of numbers and letters called "Dry Transfer" can often 
be used for new markings on the dial. These sets are made by Russell Industries, Inc., 96 Station Plaza, Lynbrook, 
N.Y. These, and similar transfers can be bought at art stores, hardware stores, hobby stores, and some discount 
houses. Clean the dial carefully leaving as much of the old lettering as possible, in order to correctly align the 
new markings. Make a light frame using a piece of glass with a lamp underneath. Tape the dial to the glass and 
align the new numbers with the old. Rubbing the transfer sheet with a pencil, will transfer a nice black character 
to the dial. Lines may be renewed with a fine felt tipped pin, and a ruler. When complete, spray with a light coat 
of lacquer or varnish. 

 

Battleship USS Texas Update – Your Donations at Work 
 

Throughout several years, members donated auction items to raise money to help in restoration efforts aboard 
our one hundred and five year old ship at the San Jacinto Battleground State Park. During an on board December 
HVRA general meeting, HVRA Treasurer Tom Taylor, presented First Texas Volunteer President Lee Mc Intire 
with a $1,875.00 check to be applied toward shipboard radio antenna restoration. Taylor Marine has returned 
to the ship to continue below deck structural frame replacements in preparation for future dry docking of the 
ship near where she is moored today. During this work, the third deck is closed to visitors along with sections of 
the second and main decks where work areas and equipment are located (HAM Shack area remains open).  We 
anticipate this work will last for probably a year and a half. Yes, the ship remains open to visitors, but with 
limited access in some areas. We are continuing sound system work which is on going to expand communication 
to additional compartments that will be reopened. We are also asking for donations of WW II (preferably US 
Navy) telephone handsets and era J 38 telegraph keys for outfitting Radio One. If anyone wants to volunteer 
and help in our efforts, contact Bill Werzner werz1943@gmail.com. Should you decide to assist in our third deck 
Radio 1restoration work, the safety officials will probably require safety glasses, steel toed shoes or boots, and 
a hard hat in that area of the ship. We have hard hats available on site. Now with winter behind us, there are 
lots of places where volunteer help is needed in painting, and deck wood replacement just to mention a couple. 
Should you come across any WW II USN artifacts that you feel could be of interest, bring them to one of our 
meetings. Perhaps they will find a good home aboard the ship.         

mailto:werz1943@gmail.com


2017 CONVENTION REPORT 

Jerry Sirkin, V.P and Convention Chairman 

I would like to take this time to thank the many volunteers who gave of their time and helped make the 2017 

Annual Convention and Auction a successful event.  Many members signed in or registered at the front table 

and were greeted by Gail Sirkin, Elaine Moore and Lois Janssen.  Along with Tom Taylor they welcomed close to 

100 attendees at the registration table and processed over 80 registrants (including 5 new members), checked 

membership statuses, sold raffle tickets, hats and CDs, and answered many questions from first timers.  Of 

course nothing happens in the auction area without the attention of Reid Shipp and his auction handlers  This 

year’s new layout allowed the auction activities to flow flawlessly and many thanks should be given to Reid, 

Mike Slovan, Konrad Werzner, Abedallah Soliman, Randy James, David Moore and Jimmie Stewart;  they 

tirelessly moved auction lots on both days.  Auctioneer Bill Werzner, assisted by Jim Sargent, kept the pace going 

during the two days and kept us on a tight and rewarding schedule. Tom Taylor’s recording staff kept up with 

the auction activities by entering bid information into the computer and maintaining hand written entries of the 

bidding activities, all leading to successful check outs both Friday and Saturday.  So a big thanks to Tom, Keith 

Kraemer, Dave Herlinger and Jeff Heller.   

Although the 2017 Convention Auctions netted HVRA approximately $1400 in commissions compared to about 

$1700 in 2016, other rewarding activities were offered to members. The attendees did get to spend time 

listening to our two technical speakers, Bill Werzner and John Given.  Bill’s Friday morning repair class for 

beginners offered many helpful hints for both new and old collectors.  John’s afternoon talk titled “Pearl Harbor 

and the Digital Revolution” was filled with WWII references to which we all could relate.  Thank you again to Bill 

and John for your preparation and delivery of two interesting subjects.  Saturday also saw three radios raffled 

during the afternoon auction, contributed by Jeff Heller, Lance Borden and Bill Werzner (along with electrical 

restoration by Tom Taylor). 

As many of you know, our conventions culminate with a Saturday evening Awards Banquet.  Contest Chairman, 

Jeff Heller, along with Fran and Cecil Miles, deserves our thanks for successfully conducting our annual Old 

Equipment Contest.  Chris Borden and Chere Hedge took time to shop for the door prizes given out during the 

Banquet.  Our guest speaker, Dan Parsons, gave a presentation of Consumer Fraud anecdotes and stories that 

kept the banquet members entertained. 

As in past years, President Bill Werzner’s tireless dedication to HVRA and his hard work with estate preparation 

for our auctions including the packing, storage and trucking those items to the Convention should be applauded 

by all members (assisting Bill were Tom Taylor, Ric Slater, Mike Monsour, Reid Shipp, Steve Scheel, Konrad 

Werzner, Jeff Heller and me).  Also, thanks to Ric Slater, Historian, for all his time and efforts providing photos 

for the auction manifest and taking pictures of the Convention activities.  This was also the first year for our new 

webmaster, Steve Scheel, to integrate pre-convention information into the HVRA website and his efforts proved 

very successful and helped get convention notices to all members.  At this point, I would like to apologize to 

anyone whose name I accidently omitted…….your time and efforts are equally appreciated.   

.   



Jeff Heller, Contest Chairman: HVRA 2017 Convention Contest Results--Congratulations to our 

Winners and Thanks to our Contestants 

There were 46 entries in the 2017 HVRA Annual Convention Contest.  HVRA offered 19 different Contest 

categories.  The 2017 Convention Contest continued our new major awards including Best Restoration, Best 

Vintage Equipment and Best Artifacts and Collections.  There was a lot of competition for all awards including 

Best of Show.  Major award winners received both ribbons and a wooden plaque to commemorate their success.  

Our congratulations to these winners but more importantly, to all of the contestants who took the time to bring 

equipment for display.  Our Contest and its display of vintage radio and related equipment is an important feature 

of the Annual Convention and it provides education about our hobby as well as the chance for recognition for 

those who entered displays in the Contest.  The Contest is successful because we have a broad cross section of 

items from our members and the Contest attendees for display.  The Contest winners were: 

1. Wireless/Spark Equipment—Tom Burgess (Marconi Coherer) 

2. Crystal Receivers—Bernard Sampson (Mystic Bug Crystal Set) 

3. 1920’s Battery Receivers—Tom Burgess (RPM Battery Set) 

4. Cathedrals, Tombstones & Consoles—Derek Ross (Majestic Console Display) 

5. Table Receivers-Wood —Jeff Heller (Emerson Ingraham “Stradivarius”) 

6. Table Radios-Plastic—Bernard Sampson (Philmore radio) 

7. Transistor Radios—Ron Schneider (RCA Globe Trotter) 

8. Reproducers and Microphones—Derek Ross (Hallicrafters Speaker) 

9. Phonographs—No Entries 

10. Miscellaneous Electronics—Reid Shipp (Simpson Meter Collection) 

11. Kit Electronics—Bernard Sampson (Superex Germanium Diode Radio) 

12. HiFi Equipment—Mike Slovan (Dynaco Tube Amplifier) 

13. Amateur Radio—Reid Shipp (Handheld Ham Radio Display) 

14. Military Radios and Equipment—No Entries  

15. Replicas and Vintage Style Creations—No Entries 

16. Ugly Radios—No Entries 

17. Foreign Radios—Bernard Sampson (Sputnik Calling) 

18. Featured Manufacturer Radios Made By Tire Manufacturers—Jeff Heller (Firestone Air Chief Radios) 

19. Open Display—Bernard Sampson (French Toy Radio Collection)       

Contest Awards:  Best of Show: 1st Place, Tom Burgesss (RPM Battery Set); 2nd Place Derek Ross (Majestic 

Consoles).      Best Restoration    Gilbert Hedge (Zenith Battery Set).     Best Vintage Equipment  Derek Ross  

(Majestic Consoles).    Best Vintage Atrifacts & Collections  Reid Shipp  (Simpson Meter Collection).  Exhibitor’s 

Choice  Bernard Sampson (Midwest Console Radio).   Best New Contestant Derek Ross (Majestic Consoles).          

 

 



A Radio Man’s Wife 

By Bill Werzner   Let me share with you a poem that I wrote it back in 2000. I shared this poem recently with 

Millie Sanchez, wife of our recently deceased long-time member Arnie Sanchez.  I dedicate this poem in 
memory Arnie, and our other recently deceased members, Walter Troyer and Charles Sharpless.    
 

Musty old auction barns and leaky old sheds, 
attics filled with nostalgia, tubes under beds. 
An antique radio man’s life’s full of peril and strife, 
with tolerance unequaled stands the radio man’s wife. 
 
She may be young, she may be old, 
her life is a story that seldom is told. 
Raising kids and family is life’s greatest chore, 
but dedication to her spouse deserves much more! 
 
Years of tolerance and understanding is a must, 
as you watch the garage, fill up with junk. 
While your new cars sit in the driveway and rust, 
to discard valued treasure is so much bunk. 
 
The attic is full, need room to expand, 
baby needs shoes, and daughter needs band. 
There’s no room left for the attic bats, 
but the garage still has those pesky old rats. 
 
No time to fix those broken household things,  
there’s always a meeting or the telephone rings. 
That old Majestic’s fixed, just listen how she sings, 
never mind postponements for what life brings. 
 
Those years of endurance, how quickly they pass, 
with life’s toil now over, wasn’t it all a gas? 
Saint Peter asks, “How was your life down on earth?” 
As an antique radio man’s wife, what could have been worse? 
 
Your husband has been here now for quite some time, 
The Lord gave him a mansion and kept him in line. 
Yes, it’s filled with old radios, but some of them are mine.  

 

 

 
 
 
 



The HVRA Wayback Machine 
By Ric Slater, HVRA Historian 

 
The Wayback Machine is a column that presents some interesting moments from the Houston Vintage Radio 
Association archives. If you have any pictures or other HVRA memorabilia that you wish to share with our HVRA 
members, please submit it to me and I will include it in future Wayback Machine articles.      Shown here on the 
left is an article from the Galveston newspaper published in August 1986 publicizing the club.  To the right is a 
very interesting poster publicizing our 6th Annual Show and Auction.  Our Annual Convention is now two full 
days and our auctions last much longer than the two hours publicized at that time!  Remember that you can 
purchase a CD of our old Grid Leak publications covering 1978 to 2010 created by Gilbert Hedge.  And most of 
our recent Grid Leaks post-2010 are now found in our website.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



   
 
 
 

More Radio Clubs 
Antique Radio Collectors Club of Ft. Smith, Arkansas (ARCC). Paul Tucker, 4700 N. "N" St., Fort Smith, AR 72904. 

Dues: $10. Monthly meetings, annual show. 
Antique Radio Club of Illinois, www.clubinfo@vintage-radios.org  
Collins Radio Association (CRA). David Knepper, PO Box 34, Sidman, PA 15955. No dues.www.collinsra.com 
Louisiana & Gulf Coast Antique Radio Club. Phil Boydston, 750 Moore St., Baton Rouge, LA 70806. 
Michigan Antique Radio Club (MARC). Don Colbert, MARC, membership@michiganantiqueradio.org. Pub: The 

Michigan Antique Radio Chronicle, quarterly. Dues: $20. Annual Extravaganza and other quarterly 
meets. www.michiganantiqueradio. 

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club (NMRCC). Charles Burch, 39 Chaco Loop, Sandia Park, NM 87047. Pub: New 
Mexico Radio Collectors Club Newsletter, quarterly. Dues: $12. Annual Sale & Show and monthly 
meetings. http://members.aol.com/NMRCC.org 

Texas Antique Radio Club, Ed Engelken, Schertz, TX (830)899-3864, www.EdEngel@gvtc.com  
Vintage Radio and Phonograph Society (VRPS), Dallas / Ft. Worth, TX George Potter, vrps@sbcglobal.net, 

www.vrps.org 
Texas Panhandle Vintage Radio Society (TPVRS). Contact: Elroy A. Heras, 4086 Business Park Dr., Amarillo,TX 

79110  
 

Local Sources for Radio and Electronic Parts 
 
EPO (Electronic Parts Outlet), 3753 Fondren Rd., Houston 77063 test equipment, parts, etc., etc. 
ACE Electronics, 3210 Antoine Dr., Houston 77092 parts, test equipment, etc., etc. 
Vintage Sounds, 10910 Old Katy Rd., 77043. Tubes, parts, records, etc. open Fri. Sat. & Sun.  
Allen’s Speaker Repair, 919 W. 19th St. Houston (713) 862-2747 

 

 
Buy, Sell, Trade, & Services Offered 

 

Vintage Sounds   Radio & Phonograph Sales & Repair including vintage auto radios, battery sets, foreign sets, etc. 
We also sell and service vintage telephones and telegraph equipment also parts, new & used tubes, 
transformers, schematics, books, phonograph parts & needles, records, etc. Vintage Sounds celebrating 
our 30th year in business. Open Fri.,Sat, & Sunday from 10 until 6 PM. Now located in The Market Place 
Antiques, 10910 Old Katy Road, in Houston (Located just west of The Room Store on the north side of 
the Katy Freeway). 10% member discount on radio items.  

Borden Radio Company website:http://www.xtalman.com Antique Radio Schematic Service included in web-site. 
Crystal radio kits for sale. (281) 620 – 6692 

 Sargent Auction Service: www.sargentauction.com | Jims@sargentauction.com Jim Sargent, WA5QBR, 
Auctioneer | TX license 16135 | 200 Thomas Road | Granbury TX  76049  

Allen Speaker Service, Speaker re-coning and repair, 919 W. 19th St. Houston, (713) 862-2747.  
Tom Granger Restorations, radio and phono cabinets. (281) 338 - 8277. wwwtomgranger@mac.com  

 

http://www.clubinfo@vintage-radios.org
mailto:membership@michiganantiqueradio.org
http://www.michiganantiqueradio/
http://members.aol.com/NMRCC.org
http://www.EdEngel@gvtc.com
mailto:vrps@sbcglobal.net
http://www.vrps.org/


Escutcheons For Sale   Tom Taylor has an extensive collection of escutcheons for sale. Nearly a dozen each Philco 
and Zenith PLUS Air King, Airline, Columbia, Courier, Glorytone, Majestic, Pacific, RCA, Silvertone, 
Stewart Warner, Traveler, Westinghouse etc, several with the glass. Tom Taylor     IHCRally@Yahoo.com 

For  Sale:  A vintage Silvetone, Catalog No. 9107 Phonograph FM/AM Radio Cabinet. 
Here is the link on Craigslist for details and photos:   https://houston.craigslist.org/ele/6041581595.html 

Please contact me at 81-310-0798.  Dudley Rogers.  I am local to Houston and live in the Clearlake area near NASA. 

 
 

Pictures From the 2017 HVRA Annual Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

The Convention Desk L to R: Gail Sirkin, 

Elaine Moore and Tom Taylor 
John Given’s Technical Talk—Pearl Harbor 

and the Digital Revolution 

 

“$20, $20, $20, I got $15, who is going to give me $20…..”   HVRA President Bill Werzner and the Auction 

Crew are in action delivering radios to you. 

mailto:IHCRally@Yahoo.com
https://houston.craigslist.org/ele/6041581595.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
The Convention auction preview room—Always the place to spend a lot of time at our Annual 

Convention.  Just a sampling of some of the fine radios sold by HVRA. 

 

 

 
Gilbert Hedge receives his award plaque for 

Best Restoration, Zenith Battery Set 
Tom Burgess, one of our more prolific 

contestants, receives his award for Best of 

Show, RPM Battery Set 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grid Leak 
April/May/June 2017 
 
New Website – www.hvra.org 

 
From The President  
Upcoming Club events calendar 
Member Troubleshooting Articles 
38th Annual Convention Report 
Featured Collector:  Jim Sargent 
 

http://www.hvra.org/

