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Radios and tubes galore from the Arnie Sanchez Estate (see below), three 

Fabulous early Zenith Battery sets (from the Gilbert Hedge collectionτsee 

inside!) and Much More Will Be offered at our 40th Annual Convention Auction! 
 

 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

        
 
 

 

 
 

  

      D9 ά.ŜŜƘƛǾŜέ wŜǇƭƛŎŀ !aκCa wŀŘƛƻ 

 

Sparton Bluebird Replica 

Crosley CR-оу ά{ƭŜŘέ όǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Sparton Model 557) 

Crosley Replica AM/FM/CD table top radio 



From The President   
  Bill Werzner, 

    HVRA President 
At the bench 

 
I will keep this as brief as I can as we have a lot to cover in this 
fall 2017 issue. First I want to thank you all for your support 
during our annual summer mega auction during the Texas City 
HAM fest on July 8. This was probably the best attended and most successful event for us there in several years. 
Our auction handlers certainly got a good workout along with your resident auctioneer and moneywise we came 
out ahead thanks to the number of attendees and some great donations. As for monthly club activities, our 
members have contributed time and effort in presenting interesting programs and contributing items for the 
auctions that follow. Our August 26 meeting had to be cancelled due to a nasty uninvited visitor called Hurricane 
Harvey. Houston dodged a direct hit, but the incredible rains that followed for the next three days were 
devastating with an average of four feet of rain in the Houston area. The entire area is still in a recovery mode 
and will be for some time. Some of us were fortunate and not flooded, but so many more suffered terrible losses 
in heavily flooded areas. So, as we approach the season of giving, remember our neighbors who were less 
fortunate and contribute however you can to help them. 
 
Now onto an important topic, club financial matters and what we need to do. As many of you are aware, our long 
time member and WW II survivor, Bob Wood passed away in December 2009 and willed his collections to HVRA. 
For the last seven years we have maintained a healthy treasury along with a savings account thanks to Bobôs 
benevolence.  Over the years our working cash resource has slowly declined to a point where we will have to 
tap the savings account unless we make some necessary changes in the way we conduct business.  We prefer 
to keep the savings account intact to be used in the event of some catastrophic event that could befall us. One 
such event occurred in the mid 1980ôs when a tornado hit the Houston area and all but eliminated our convention. 
Years later another weather event brought ice and freezing weather that had a devastating effect on us once 
again. In both cases we were hit with overhead expenses that nearly wiped out our treasury. Both our previous 
and current treasurers have presented charts and graphs illustrating this slow, but steady loss over the years. 
We must act now to stem this erosion from our working capital in order to preserve what we might consider our 
ñrainy day fundò.  There are demonstrable reasons for this revenue decline: 1. Fewer collectors of vintage radios 
resulting in less competitive bidding during auctions, resulting in significantly lower selling prices.  2. Increase in 
expenses for events. 3. An aging membership. 4. Internet competition ï i.e. E Bay buying and selling. Iôm sure 
you recall how these problems were non issues a decade or so ago, but today they are staring us in the face. 
Now we must adapt to these changes, or go the way of the dinosaurs.  
 
Putting this into some kind of perspective, the short term need is raising revenue. One way to do this is to 
encourage donations of auction items to our club. Another is to simply donate money to some of our events as 
an individual or on behalf of a business. A recent example is that almost $500.00 has been donated by members 
to defray the cost of tickets for our December 15 party. We have also considered whether to increase our 
convention registration fee and raise the convention seller fees.  We have decided to raise the fees for upcoming 
convention and to increase the sellerôs fee from the traditional 10, to 15% of sale for the upcoming convention. 
Other options are being considered for the long haul improvement of our finances, but let us hear from you, with 
your suggestions. Long term solutions include working within a tighter budget, recruiting new and younger 
members, encouraging donations, and possibly selling some donated items via the internet. With that said, letôs 
move on to more fun things. 
Bill Werzner, President, HVRA            
 

 



HVRA Officers 
President:  Bill Werzner, 713-721-2242,  werz1943@gmail.com  
Vice President:  Jerry Sirkin, 281-844-4124,  gsirkin@aol.com  
Treasurer:  Richard T. Slater, 832-977-6111,  ricslater1750@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Mike Monsour, AC0TX, 832-829-2227  msircg@gmail.com 
Historian:  Steven Pena, penas@stthom.edu 
At Large # 1:   Reid Shipp, WA5ARI, 281-943-9877 
At Large # 2 and Grid Leak Editor:  Jeff Heller, 281-702-6920   hellerj1@comcast.net 
Webmaster:  Steve Scheel, 281-687-5771,  targeteye1@gmail.com 

 
HVRA Event Schedule:   July through December  2017 

October 10, 2017 Monthly Board of Directors Meeting  @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Bayland Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St  Houston, TX 77074  All members are always welcome to attend. 

October 28, 2017 Monthly Membership Meeting  Set-up starts at 8:00 am and the meeting starts at 

8:30.  Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX 77074   (Presentation on turntables.) 

November 14, 2017 Monthly Board of Directors Meeting @ 6:30 am - 8:30 pm Bayland Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX 77074  All members are always welcome to attend. 

THERE ARE NO Monthly Membership Meetings During the Months of November and 

December 

November 10 and 11, 2017   Houston Vintage Exposition at Hobby Airport Museum  HVRA will 

have a display at the Houston Vintage Expo.  Come to the Hobby Airport Museum, 8325 Tavelair Street in 

Houston, nearby the Hobby Airport and help with our HVRA booth as we meet members of the public interested 

in vintage items.  The Expo is held on Friday night, November 10 from 7:00 to 11:00 pm, and on Saturday 

November 11 from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.     

November 17, 2017 VRPS Annual Convention and Auction  Many of your fellow HVRA members will 

ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΩ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ.  See www.vrps.org for more details. 

December 12, 2017 Monthly Board of Directors Meeting  @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Bayland Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX 77074   As always, all members are welcome to attend. 

December 15, 2017 HVRA Holiday Party  Please see the details below.  

January 9,  2018 Monthly Board of Directors Meeting  @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Bayland Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX 77074   As always, all members are welcome to attend. 

http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-7/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-members-meeting-6/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-8/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-members-meeting-7/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-9/
http://www.vrps.org/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-10/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-members-meeting-8/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors-meeting-10/


January 27, 2018 Monthly Members Meeting  Set-up starts at 8:00 am and the meeting starts at 8:30.  

Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX 77074 (Presentation: Meters and Trouble shooting.) 

February 9 and 10, 2018   HVRA 40th Annual Convention  Please see the details in this issue of the 

Grid Leak  

February 13, 2018  Monthly Board of Directors Meeting  @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Bayland Community 

Center, 6400 Bissonnet St Houston, TX 77074  

 

HVRA News and Happenings 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Results from HVRA Officers Annual Election September 23, 2017 
 

Our annual Holiday Party is a way for HVRA to thank its members for their support while offering an opportunity 
for members and their family members to join other members for an enjoyable evening.  Plan to bring items for 
our fun donation auction with proceeds to benefit the club.  And thanks to some of our members who have 
made personal donations to help defray the cost of the evening by a considerable amount. 

 

 

HOUSTON VINTAGE RADIO ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 

Friday, December 15, 2017 

Double Tree by Hilton Hobby Houston Airport 
8181 Airport Boulevard, Houston, TX 

5:30pm (Cash Bar) 6:15 pm Welcome Remarks 6:30 pm Buffett Dinner 

Cost: $20 (child 12 & under $6)

Menu
Soup: Broccoli Cheese

Salads: Garden, Ambrosia Fruit, Granny Apple Slaw

Entrees: Fried Chicken and Beef Tenderloin

Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls

Desserts: Peach Cobbler and Pumpkin Pie

Donation Auction! 
Bring one New or Gently used household item and one radio related item. 

No Junk! 

Bring the family for an evening of fun! 

RSVPs needed by Dec.12th.  

Mail to HVRA P.O. Box 31276 Houston, TX 77231-1276.  

Make checks payable to HVRA; Include number of attendees on check. 

Questions ïCall Bill Werzner 713-820-1778 

http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-members-meeting-9/
http://hvra.org/index.php/event/monthly-board-of-directors/


Results from Annual Election of HVRA Officers 
 
Our annual election of HVRA officers was held at our monthly meeting on September 23, 2017.   Elected to 
another term as Vice President was Jerry Sirkin.  Reelected to another term as Secretary was Mike Monsour, 
and Jeff Heller was re-elected to At Large position II.   As previously announced, our new Treasurer is Ric Slater 
who was appointed to complete the term of Tom Taylor.  The position Ric previously held was HVRA Historian, 
and Steve Pena was appointed to complete the remainder of the term for that position. 
 

Hobby Airport Museum EventτNovember 10 and 11 

Submitted by Pres. Bill Werzner:  With cooler fall like weather on the way, now is the time to enjoy outdoor 

activities. I have always felt that the months of October and November were two of the best months, climate 

wise, in our area. HVRA will be on hand with our exhibits and sales durinƎ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

extravaganza at the Hobby Airport Museum, located at 8325 Travelair St., Houston 77061. Bring family and 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧǳƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ мфплΩǎ ŀǊǘ ŘŜŎƻ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

be exhibiǘǎΣ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΣ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά²² 

LL ¦{hέΦ hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мл !a ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎΣ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ŎŀǊǎΣ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ 

vintage fire truck or two, Battleship Texas antiaircraft trailer, along with food venders etc. Inside the museum 

vendors will be set up, exhibits, music, dancing, and a style show contest during the afternoon. 

A parking lot is located directly across the street. The museum does require a small admission fee that is good 

ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ мфплΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǊǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǘŜƭƭ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ {ŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.hvra.org 

for additional information as it becomes available.                  

  

        From the Webmaster :    Stephen Scheel  
It does appear the monthly club meeting attendance is up and I attribute this partially to the email blasts 

(reminder) I send out.  If you are not getting these reminders or other club related information via email it could 

be that we do not have your correct email address.  Please send your correct email address to 

targeteye1@gmail.com." 

 Annual 2018 Convention Contest Features άThe Founders of Radioέ 

By: Jeff Heller, Contest Chairman: HVRA 40th Annual Convention 

To coincide with the theme of our own beginning as a radio club, our contest will feature the [ŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ wŀŘƛƻΩǎ 

Founding.  Our contest theme features the άCƻǳǊ Dƛŀƴǘǎέ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŀŘƛƻΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ōƻǘƘ 

technically and commercially.  These giants were Guillermo Marconi, Lee DeForest, Edwin Armstrong, and David 

Sarnoff.   A special category will allow Contestants to present any radio(s), papers, displays, advertisements and 

ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άCƻǳǊ Dƛŀƴǘǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

founding of radio as it came to dominate the 20th century.    Use your creativity and your collection to show radio 

heritage related in any way to these Four Giants that our HVRA was created to help preserve.  We will be 

awarding ribbons and a commemorative HVRA plaque for this special contest category.   Any questions?  Contact 

Jeff Heller, hellerj1@comcast.net   

http://www.hvra.org/
mailto:targeteye1@gmail.com
mailto:hellerj1@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS / HOLIDAY  PARTY  RESERVATION  FOR  FRIDAY, DEC. 15 

To make it easier for you to submit your reservation for the Holiday Party, please use this form and enclose 

your check for the number of tickets you need.  The event will be held at the Hobby Hilton Double Tree Hotel.  

ADULT BANQUET TICKET $20.00 each                         CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS $6.00 each 

NUMBER OF ADULTS __________         NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 12 ___________    

HVRA MEMBER NAME ______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________ 

                  ______________________________________________________ 

PHONE     ______________________________________________________ 

E MAIL     _____________________________ 

MAIL  CHECK PAYABLE TO HVRA.  P.O. BOX 31276, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77231 ς 1276     

RESERVATION DEADLINE:  MIDNIGHT, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Radio Collector Spotlight 

Featuring: Larry Mangione 

By Gilbert Hedge 

         

Larry has been retired for 12 years from the Kroger Company where he worked maintaining their 

refrigeration systems. He was raised in the Gary Indiana area and became interested in radio at a very 

early age when his family would sit around listening to old radio programs like The Green Hornet, 

5ǊŀƎƴŜǘΣ tŜǊǊȅ aŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŜ wŀƴƎŜǊΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ   

                      

Larry took an interest in German radios during his tour in Germany during the early 1960's, and returned 

in 1986 on vacation. He visited a flea market and purchased his first German multi band radio and hand 

carried it thru customs to the USA. Once back at home he plugged it in and shorted something. Needing 

some help, he took the set to Vintage Sounds, where he met Bill Werzner, who looked at the set and 

told Larry that the transformer was open and needed to be re-wound. When Larry came to pick up the 

radio Bill suggested that Larry join the Houston Vintage Radio Association and attend some of the radio 

classes that were being offered. He has been a member of HVRA ever since. 

                       



The first restoration project that Larry attempted on his own was a Zenith Trans-Oceanic that he bought 

at a VRPS convention in Dallas. Once home he discovered that the wiring had deteriorated and needed 

to be replaced. He replaced that wiring and was successful with his first complete restoration project. He 

was really thrilled with bringing it back to life. What a great milestone for a first restoration! Sometimes 

he gets help with particularly difficult problems or with a set that needs alignment by bartering. Larry 

has some interesting test equipment including a unique isolated AC power supply, with amp meter and 

volt meter, which he built and installed in a nice portable case. 

                          

The typical restoration process for Larry is to attend an auction sponsored by HVRA or VRPS and then 

buy as many radios as his car will hold. When he returns home, he puts them on shelves, which were 

specifically made for storing radios, in his barn. Then over the next few months he would restore them, 

ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƳƛȄŜŘ-up or lost. When working on radios, Larry likes to 

listen to ham operators from all areas of the lower US. 

                      

Larry is an avid short wave listener and has a very interesting set up with a wide variety of listening gear. 

One of the more interesting items in his shop is a really cool antenna switching system along with an 

antenna amplifier and trimmer. His antenna is an inverted V dipole that is 100 feet long. He says the 

system works great. 

       

hŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŀ ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜέ wŀŘƛƻ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ [ŀǊǊȅ 

uses to play music from the 1950's and 60's on the radios that he has restored. I checked on line and 

found several for sale in the $50 range. 

         


